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1. TODAY IS SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING DAY AT EACS! 

EACS embraced SEL and made it a priority in 2019 (pre global pandemic!)  The District has two 
Social Emotional Learning Coaches that work with the teachers in a ‘train the trainer’ model.  
Focusing initial efforts on staff development is critical - as staff strengthen their own skills, the 
students naturally benefit as well.  Building common language and giving staff the knowledge behind 
“why” this work is important will allow SEL to become part of the fabric of the district. 

All teachers have gone through SEL 101.  Schools have recently established SEL teams and the SEL 
coaches are working with those teams to determine more specifically what SEL looks like in each 
school.  The EACS Board has also received an SEL presentation and has begun incorporating some 
SEL practices in meetings.  Ultimately, the goal is for SEL to be embedded in everything we do in 
both implicit and explicit ways. 

           Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124, Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
 

2. FREE CODING BOOTCAMP FOR INDIANA TEACHERS 
 

CodeHS is partnering with IDOE to run month-long Java, JavaScript, Python, and Cybersecurity 
online bootcamps with virtual weekly classes. These bootcamps are designed to help computer 



   

science teachers build their programming skills and content knowledge. The bootcamps are free for 
Indiana public high school teachers. Teachers who complete the bootcamp will receive the following: 

• a $300 stipend, 
• professional development certificate of completion for 15 hours, and 
• enrollment in one CodeHS online professional development course. 

Contact Jacob Koressel at the IDOE with questions. 

                    Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 

3. TECHNOLOGY NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #1 to read this week’s technology newsletter!                   
                                                Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124 

4. BOARD HAPPENINGS 

 See Enclosure #2 to read the March Board Happenings! 
                     Marilyn Hissong, ext. 1001 

 

5. REMINDER: FACILITIES DEPARTMENT – SUMMER HELP 
 

If you have a high school graduate or college student that is interested in a summer job, please have 
them contact us at 260-446-0119 or kkoenig@eacs.k12.in.us. The job consists of assisting the 
various facilities departments with painting, mulching, weed eating, cleaning and other duties as 
assigned. Must be 18 years old with a clean driving record. The work schedule is typically Monday 
through Friday, eight (8) hours a day, but the schedule can vary. If you have questions please contact 
Chris Baker, Director of Facilities at ext. 2003. 
                Kirby Stahly, ext. 1005 
 
 

6. REMINDER: CONGRESSIONAL ARTS COMPETITION  
 

Each spring, a nation-wide high school arts competition is sponsored by the Members of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. The Congressional Art Competition is an opportunity to recognize and 
encourage the artistic talent in the nation, as well as in our Congressional District. 

The Congressional Art Competition is open to all high school students in our District. The winning 
artwork of our district's competition will be displayed for one year in the U.S. Capitol. The exhibit in 
Washington will include the winning artwork from all participating districts from around the country. 
The winning artwork is also featured on House.gov's Congressional Art Competition page.  Go to that 
page to find more information about the submissions process and rules.  

All submissions are due by Thursday, April 15, and participants should email their submission 
to RepBanks.Art@mail.house.gov.  
             Tamyra Kelly, ext. 1050 
 
 

7. REMINDER: FRANCINE’S FRIENDS MOBILE MAMMAOGRAPHY UNIT   

Francine’s Friends Mobile Mammography Unit is returning to EACS! This is a wonderful and 
convenient service offered to EACS and to our community by Parkview Hospital and the Breast 
Diagnostic Center.  See Enclosure #3 for more details and the schedule. 
               Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 
                                                                                                         

mailto:jkoressel@doe.in.gov
tel:2604460119
https://www.house.gov/content/educate/art_competition/
mailto:RepBanks.Art@mail.house.gov


   

Wash your Hands! Wear a Mask! 

Watch your Distance! 



 

EACS Technology Newsletter March 26, 2021 
 
 

1.  For all K-8 math teachers: Are you familiar with Geoboard? Previously included in a 
newsletter years ago, the Geoboard website has updated tremendously, and so has the free 
Geoboard App in the App Store. Geoboard offers kids a virtual geoboard on which they can wrap 
bands around pegs to build and contort shapes. Students can choose from a small board (with 
widely spaced pegs) or a larger board (with pegs that are close together), and grid lines on the 
boards can be displayed with numbers to help kids calculate area and perimeter. There's also an 
option for a circular board so kids can explore angles, fraction models, and time measurements. 
There are eight band colors to choose from, and the colors can be changed even after they are used 
on the board. Students can copy and move shapes around the board to explore concepts like 
symmetry, transformations, and congruence.  
  
2. For all teachers K-12 looking for more ways to engage students:  Have you heard of the 
Wonderment?  The Wonderment is a website that seeks to build global awareness, empathy, and 
engagement through kids' shared exploration of the world around them. Kids encounter individual 
"wonders" (such as "Hear Your World," where kids capture a real-world sound and submit it to 
their classmates). Kids start by registering with an email address and create an avatar that they can 
then use to visit different learning "Paths" on the site to explore different themes. There's a monthly 
theme and some weekly Paths to explore, and kids must address their chosen Path's challenge and 
submit their creation before exploring other kids' work. Kids can add their own creative content, a 
comment, or a sticker, and their submission will cause the Wondermeter to rise. Users can also use 
their actions to earn the right to update and outfit their bot beyond its simplest, default settings. 
 
3. For all teachers of writing: Have you heard of StoryJumper?  StoryJumper is a free website 
that lets students create and publish their own illustrated stories. Whether students are beginning 
writers or brushing up on their skills, StoryJumper provides an outlet for students to use their 
imaginations as well as learn some real writing strategy if they're ready for it. The simple interface 
auto-saves students' progress as they drag and drop images to illustrate their stories and add text. 
The Classroom Edition for teachers includes a separate dashboard and a handful of helpful 
features.  Place your link in your Canvas course and go... 
   
4. For all Staff: More from the IDOE’s Cybersecurity for Education Toolkit: Use Antivirus Software: 

The most important thing you must do is to install antivirus software on all your devices to 
make sure you’re protected no matter what you’re using. (The EACS technology department 
already has antivirus software on EACS devices.) This will ensure you will avoid many 
cyberattacks by default or at least you’ll get a notification on what seems suspect and needs 
more attention from your part. As a young adult, it might be hard not to expose many aspects 

of your personal information online, so protecting your online presence is crucial and worth the costs. 
 
Fun Technology Fact: Ever wonder what the facemasks we have all been wearing look like under a 
microscope? A team of researchers at the National Institute Standards and Technology put the cloth 
face masks people use during COVID-19 under a microscope to understand how different materials 
perform in protecting the wearer. Go here to read more of the article; find out what they look like. 

 

https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/geoboard/
https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/geoboard/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1508606940
https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/geoboard/
https://thewonderment.com/
https://thewonderment.com/
https://www.storyjumper.com/
https://www.storyjumper.com/
https://www.storyjumper.com/
https://us.norton.com/internetsecurity-how-to-how-to-choose-antivirus-software.html
https://interestingengineering.com/cloth-face-masks-under-a-microscope-reveal-spectacular-views


◘ Four of our five high school principals presented information to the Board on 
their school’s graduation rates: Heritage Jr./Sr. High School –  Dr. Matt    
Widenhoefer; Leo Jr./Sr. High School – Dr. Neal Brown; New Haven High 
School – Anna Murphy; and Woodlan Jr./Sr. High School – Denny Kern.  East 
Allen University’s principal Doug Hicks will present at the 3/16 board meeting. 
◘ Approved at this meeting:  Indiana Arts Commission Arts Project Support 
Grant; Purchase of Access Points Via Erate; Authorize Purchase and             
Distribution of “Be The Best You Can Be” Books; Revised 2021-2022SY Calendar 
and new 2022-23SY and 2023-24SY calendars; Renewal of Contracts with   
Piazza Produce Inc., and Food2School Co-op for 2021-22SY; Award of Bids for: 
New Haven Jr./Sr. High School Track Resurfacing; 2021 Mechanical             
Improvements; Mechanical Project – Chiller at Southwick Elementary School, 
and Mechanical Project – Replacement of Controls at Administration Building 
and Service Center. The Board also reviewed:  Revised Administrative       
Guidelines: 3545.8 – Transportation (Bus Idling), 4211 – Operational  Support 
Personnel, and 4211 Appendix A – Operational Support Personnel. 

MARCH 9th - SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
◘ Approved at this Board meeting:  Resolution Opposing Education Savings 
Accounts and Voucher Expansion (HB 1005 and SB 413); Joint Resolution   
Between the East Allen Education Association and the EACS Board of School 
Trustees in Opposition to HB 1005 and SB 413; IDEM Grant; and Woodlan 
High School Bleacher Purchase. 

MARCH 16th - REGULAR MEETING 
◘ East Allen University’s principal Doug Hicks presented information to the 
Board on their graduation rates. 
◘ Doug Goeglein, District Safety Specialist, updated the Board on school safety 
efforts, programs, protocols, and statistics for the district for the 2020-21SY.   
◘ Approved at this meeting: 403(b) Investment Mapping; ALDI Smart Kids 
Grant; and Award Bid for Renovations at the Administration Building and   
Annex. The Board also reviewed the Summer School Plan, and Energy               
Management Report. 

                     RECOGNITIONS                
In 2019 EACS began focusing on social emotional learning 
(SEL).  Since then two SEL coaches were hired and they’ve   
provided training, professional development, and resources to 
our teachers and school staff.  Each of our schools has created 
their own SEL Teams to establish goals and priorities for their school.  Our two district-wide Social Emotional Learning (SEL) 

coaches are Molly Bernard (elementary schools) and Heather Hunley (secondary schools).  They led the board in an activity called “Bell Focus”. 

March 2, 9 and 16,  2021 

MARCH 2nd - REGULAR MEETING 

~ Welcome New Hires ~ 
Allison Alliss, teacher, NHIS/SOEL 
Kayla Bilbrey, custodian, PHJH/EAU 
Jenna Delagrange, paraprofessional, WOHS 
Veronica Beato Hilario, food service, PHJH/EAU 
Matthew Schoof, computer technician III 
Shelby Shoaff, paraprofessional, SOEL 
Elizabeth Villeda, paraprofessional, NHIS 
RoKee Yar, paraprofessional, SOEL 
 

~ Resignations ~ 
Teri Fox, secretary, LEHS 
James Halstead, teacher, SOEL 
Lisa Jackson, food service, LEHS 
Lynette Johnson, teacher, LEHS 
Danielle Lowden, nurse, LEHS 
Tessa Malcolm, teacher, SOEL 
Rachel Remenschneider, teacher, LEEL 
Bryar Russell, computer technician 
Debra Schleppi, paraprofessional, NHJH 
 

~ Retirements ~ 
(Effective end of SY) 

Charlene Bredemeyer, teacher, LEHS 
Rebecca Garrett, teacher, SOEL 
Michael Meadows, bus driver, eff. 3/15/21 
Frances Stabler, teacher, NHIS 
Sandy Williams, paraprofessional, WOHS 
 

~ Administrative Changes ~ 
Renee Hutter, assistant principal of Prince Chap-

man Academy, to principal of Prince Chapman 
Academy 
Pat McCann, principal of Prince Chapman          

Academy, to Chief Financial Officer 

EACS has two teachers who have been selected to receive a Lilly Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program.    

 Jillian DePew, EL teacher at Woodlan Jr./Sr. High School, was selected for her renewal plan entitled “Appreciating Our Heritage Through 
Shared Family Hobbies” – to take a European voyage to explore ancestry through pictures, art, memories and hobbies, and use the         
experience to better connect with students”.  Mrs. DePew has taught for 21 years. 

 Eric Reynolds, teacher at New Haven Junior High School, was selected for his renewal plan entitled “Experiencing America’s Past – Inspiring 
America’s Future” – to renew and expand a love of America and a commitment to teach the promise of American liberty by retracing    
America’s founding locations, leaders and documents”. Mr. Reynolds has been teaching for 18 years. 

                      

 PERSONNEL  



 
 
 
Francine's Friends Mobile Mammography Unit is returning to EACS.  This is a 
wonderful and convenient service offered to EACS and to our community by Parkview 
Hospital and the Breast Diagnostic Center. 
  
Parkview recommends women have an annual mammogram beginning at age 40. 
Women 35 and older, who are not experiencing any problems with their breasts, can get 
a screening mammogram on the coach. 
  
All participants must have a family physician as the screening report is sent to the 
physician.   
  
For participants that have insurance, their insurance company will be billed.  For those 
that have EACS Group Health Insurance, Mammograms will be considered as a wellness 
benefit, covered at 100%. Please bring a photo ID and your insurance card. 
 
NO ONE will be turned away for inability to pay.  Francine’s Friends has funding available 
and a donation toward the cost of the mammogram is welcome. 
  
 
2021 screening schedule:  

• January 28th (Thursday)- Paul Harding Junior High 
• February 17th (Wednesday)- Cedarville Elementary 
• February 19th (Friday) - Prince Chapman Academy 
• March 22nd (Monday)- Leo Jr/Sr High School 
• April 23rd (Friday)- Woodlan K-12 Campus 
• April 26th (Monday)- New Haven Jr/Sr High 
• May 11th (Tuesday)- Heritage K-12 Campus 

 
Appointments may be scheduled in by calling 
(260) 266-8120. 
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